Inclusive Teachers
Certificate Information
Let's make the world a more inclusive place, together!

Welcome!
Message from the ICCan Co-Founders, Maeghan James & Matthew Renaud
Welcome to ICCan’s Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program. We are Maeghan and Matt the Co-Founders
of Inclusive Communities Canada.
ICCan is extremely excited to offer the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program, hosted by ICCan Brock, to
passionate individuals looking to enhance their skills in providing inclusive education. This certificate
program was designed for a diverse range of experience ranging from no experience in inclusiveeducation
to individuals who specialize in inclusion. We have thoughtfully crafted three webinars in collaboration with
experts in the field that will provide information about different sectors of inclusive education.
As an attendee of the webinars and a candidate for the Inclusive Teachers Certificate program you can
expect to obtain valuable practical and theoretical knowledge about inclusive practices within the
classroom. In addition to this, you will have the opportunity to apply what you learn in the webinars through
the consolidation activities.
We would like to acknowledge the speakers in this webinar series. This certificate program would not be
possible without their passion, expertise and dedication to inclusive education. We are so grateful to all of
our speakers and look forward to what they will share.
Lastly, we would like to thank YOU for your interest in this certificate and attending the associated
webinars. Your willingness to learn more about inclusion is critical to enhancing the experiences of
children and youth. Inclusive education starts with educators like yourselves – and for that we thank you.
We hope you enjoy the series and that through participating in this certificate you will be more
knowledgeable and confident in providing inclusive opportunities for your students!
Sincerely,
Maeghan James & Matthew Renaud

Message from the ICCan Brock President, Katie Allaire
Welcome! I'm Katie, the President at the Brock Chapter of Inclusive Communities Canada and a Board
Member for the not-for-profit. The ICCan Brock Team and myself are very excited to be hosting this webinar
and cannot wait to see all the amazing things you do following this webinar to put your learning into action!
We have an amazing line up of speakers, who have a great deal of knowledge, that they are eager to share
with you! Our goal is for you to finish this certificate with a wealth of new knowledge and feeling inspired to
put it into action in your current or future career.
Let's make the world a more inclusive place, together!
Sincerely,
Katie Allaire

About ICCan
Inclusive Communities Canada (ICCan) is a not-for-profit organization that seeks to enhance inclusion
within communities for all children and youth through our three foundational pillars: Education,
Programming and Advocacy

Education
ICCan creates and distributes education on inclusion for service providers (e.g., teachers, recreation
staff) through resources/guides, webinars, and certifications. Through teaching about inclusion and how
to create a more inclusive experience for children/youth, we hope that we can provide the
necessary tools and strategies to create a positive change in community spaces.

Programming

ICCan seeks to provide programming for children/youth of all abilities in the community in order
to bring families together in an inclusive environment for everyone to enjoy. Our programs are
intentionally designed to include children with and without a disability. In doing so, our programs may
also help teach children/youth about inclusion through hands-on, experiential learning.

Advocacy
We want to change the world, but we can’t do it alone. ICCan seeks to advocate for the importance of
inclusion by intentionally seeking out and partnering with other community organizations. We believe
that through partnerships with likeminded organizations we can have the greatest, long lasting impact
on our communities.

If you have any questions about the certificate program or would like to get involved
with Inclusive Communities Canada, please email us at
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org
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About the Certificate
How the Program Works
The Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program is a 3-part webinar series about various topics regarding
inclusion in schools. In order to complete the certificate, participants must attend all 3 webinars and
complete a consolidation activity following each webinar. The consolidation activities will be given a
completion mark and will be due before the next webinar. Once participants have completed the
program they will receive a certificate along with a copy of our Educator's Guide to Inclusion upon
release.
Please note that there is no fee associated with this certificate program.

Certificate Program Schedule
Inclusion in Physical Education #PlayBeyondTheLabel
Date: January 13, 2021 from 7:00-8:30pm
Presenters: Andrea Haefele and Laura Seckington

Consolidation Activity Due: February 13, 2021
Classroom Integration
Date: February 10th, 2021 from 7:00-8:00pm
Presenters: Robin White

Consolidation Activity Due: March 10, 2021
Research on Inclusive Education Panel
Date: March 11, 2021 from 7:00-8:30pm
Presenters: Dr. Chelsea Jones, Dr. John McNamara, Dr. Jessica Whitley, Dr. Jordan Shurr, Dr. Kathryn
Underwood

Consolidation Activity Due: April 11, 2021

Certificate Program Registration
Registration for the certificate program will be done through this Google Form:
https://forms.gle/skaTDBbjPuEXs99Y8
Once you complete the Google Form you are fully registered and we will email you all the information
you need to attend the 3 webinars and complete the consolidation activities.
If you have any questions about the certificate program please email
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org

Webinar Information
Inclusion in Physical Education #PlayBeyondTheLabel
Presenters: Andrea Haefele & Laura Seckington

All students deserve a quality health and physical education program. How do you support students with
diverse needs to #PlayBeyondTheLabel in your class? This workshop will provide information and
strategies for educators who support students with Special Education needs in their physical education
programs. The workshop will focus on how to provide meaningful integration opportunities in physical
education classrooms while providing the appropriate accommodations and modifications necessary to
ensure learning and growth for all students.
Learning Objective: By the end of this workshop, participants will understand the steps to creating an
inclusive environment for children and youth with exceptionalities.
Workshop participants will:
Review knowledge of student exceptionalities and supports.
Examine the Health & Physical Education curriculum through the lens of Special Education goal
setting.
Understand how to provide accommodations and modifications to benefit student learning.
Gain an understanding of a 3-part lesson approach to an inclusive physical education environment.
Given opportunities to explore the role of the support staff in providing direct support to students
with exceptional needs in the physical education environment.

If you have any questions about the
certificate program please email
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org

Presenter Biographies
Andrea Haefele, B.Ed.
Andrea Haefele is a Health & Physical Education teacher in the York
Region District School Board, in Ontario. She is also an ambassador for
the Ontario Physical Health Education Association (Ophea) and sits on
the executive committee for the Ontario Association for the Support of
Physical and Health Educators (OASPHE). Andrea has been part of many
provincial initiatives that support the Health & Physical Education
curriculum, Healthy Schools, and also Daily Physical Activity in Ontario. Andrea
also is a strong advocate for people living with disabilities as she has presented
on equity and inclusion for people with disabilities for the Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation
Hospital, Sick Kids Hospital, and the Jumpstart Inclusive Play Project. You can learn more about her on
her blog, www.mombehindthelabel.com.

Laura Seckington, P.G.E.D.
Laura Seckington is a Special Education Teacher in the York Region
District School Board, in Ontario. She has specialized in teaching
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Complex Needs for the
past 10 years in contained and integrated classrooms as well as
treatment settings in York Region. She has a background in Applied
Behavioural Analysis (ABA) and has worked on an Interdisciplinary Team
with the school board to help teachers and support staff program, assess and
integrate students with exceptional needs. Laura is an advocate for quality
programming and inclusion opportunities for students with special needs in and out of the traditional
classroom setting. You can learn more about her on her blog, https://asdteach.com/

If you have any questions about the
certificate program please email
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org

Webinar Information
Classroom Integration
Presenter: Robin White

Bloorview School Authority is an educational facility that provides innovative school programs to
children and youth with special needs. Bloorview School Authority is located on the same site as Holland
Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital (HBKRH), but is a separate corporate and legal entity. This
workshop will provide you with information about Bloorview School, how teachers can collaborate with
other professionals to provide an education in conjunction with ongoing therapy and medical needs,
strategies for teachers to use in their classrooms and ways teachers can advocate for students with
disabilities.
Learning Objective: By the end of this workshop participants will understand how teachers can work
with other professionals to support their students' learning and development, along with strategies they
can use for teaching and advocating for students with disabilities.
Workshop participants will:
Gain an understanding of how Individualized Education Plans can be set up in conjunction with
ongoing therapy and medical care
Learn strategies for supporting students with disabilities in a classroom setting
Explore how teachers can be advocates for their students and all students with disabilities
Gain perspective of how professionals in a variety of fields can work together to provide students
with disabilities with an education that supports the whole human

Robin White, B.Ed, M.A.
Robin is passionate about Disability Awareness, Inclusion and
supporting the learning needs of ALL students. She has over a decade
of experience as Vice Principal - at the Bloorview School Authority, and
within the Toronto District School Board. In addition, she has spent
nearly twelve years teaching in elementary schools in Southern California
(USA), Ottawa and Toronto, Ontario (Canada). Robin has actively facilitated
and led the school-wide implementation of the Zones of Regulation resource
on a daily basis, in numerous K-8 schools, to support students' mental health and
special education needs (including supporting students as they experienced increased integration in
regular classroom settings). Robin enjoys staying active outdoors, and can frequently be found
spending time in her beautiful High Park neighbourhood in Toronto, with her two young daughters.

If you have any questions about the certificate program please email
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org

Webinar Information
Research on Inclusion Education Panel
Presenters: Dr. Chelsea Jones, Dr. John McNamara, Dr. Jessica Whitley, Dr. Jordan Shurr, Dr. Kathryn
Underwood

Research is at the heart of everything we do as educators. Without research we would not have an
understanding of what works, how it works and why it works when it comes to inclusive education. This
webinar will be a research panel consisting of five experts in the field of inclusive education. Topics
range from supporting students with diverse needs, education for adults with disabilities and student
mental health. Following a brief overview of the current research each panelist is conducting, the
researchers will engage in a directed panel discussion regarding current trends in inclusive education
research, how to apply research in practice and answer any questions from the audience. The intention
with this research panel is to introduce you to the current research occurring across the province in the
realm of inclusive education and to provide you an opportunity to ask the experts any questions
regarding inclusive education practices.
Learning Objective: By the end of this webinar, participants will be able to identify and understand
current trends in inclusive education research and how to apply them in their practice.
Workshop participants will:
Gain an understanding of the current research happening across Ontario in different areas of
inclusive education.
Learn about how to translate current inclusive education research into practice.
Have the opportunity to ask distinguished scholars in the field questions about inclusive education
and their research.

If you have any questions about the
certificate program please email
info@inclusivecommunitiescanada.org

Presenter Biographies
Dr. John McNamara, Ph.D.
Dr. McNamara is an educational psychologist interested in studying
young children with learning and reading disabilities. Currently his
research involves working with various agencies across to Province to
develop and implement literacy intervention programs for vulnerable
readers. Dr. McNamara also leads his LD Research Team in a number of
applied research projects aimed at better understanding reading and
reading disabilities. Dr. McNamara is currently the principal investigator on a
SSHRC Insight Grant funded initiative to study Reading Rocks – A literacy
approach to support and motivate vulnerable readers. Dr. McNamara currently teaches at Brock
University.

Dr. Jessica Whitley, Ph.D.
Dr. Whitley’s research and teaching are driven by a dedication to
improving the school experiences of students with exceptionalities. She
is particularly interested in documenting, identifying influences on, and
developing interventions related to psychosocial and mental health
functioning. She draws on a variety of methods and data sources in my
research, including analyses of small student focus groups and modeling
of data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth. Dr.
Whitley currently teaches at the University of Ottawa where she aims to best
prepare future teachers of inclusive classrooms and further develop the skills and knowledge of
graduate-level learners.

Dr. Jordan Shurr, Ph.D.
Jordan Shurr, PhD is an associate professor of special education and
the director of the Add*Ed Research group at Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ontario. Previously, Dr. Shurr has worked as a special
education teacher and an assistive technology consultant and has
recently served as president of the Division on Autism and Developmental
Disabilities, of the Council for Exceptional Children. His research focuses on
teaching and inclusion for students with significant support needs including
both the support and training of teachers and evidence-based instructional
practices. For more info: www.jordanshurr.com

Presenter Biographies
Dr. Kathryn Underwood
Dr. Kathryn Underwood is a Professor in the School of Early Childhood
Studies at Ryerson University. Through critical disability theory as a
starting point, Dr. Underwood is interested in how society responds to
and constructs childhood in social institutions. Ultimately, her research
asks questions about care, social constructs, and institutions, with
growing emphasis on the unnatural divide between public and private
relationships. Dr. Underwood’s work has interrogated equity and disability
issues in early childhood studies, family-school relationships, special education,
inclusive early childhood education and care policy and practice. Dr. Underwood’s research interests
are in human rights and education practice, particularly with regard to disability rights and inclusive
education. The focus of her research has been on how constructions of disability in education and early
childhood program contexts are used to organize children. She is particularly interested in
intersectional identities of all disabled children. She has also conducted a number of studies that focus
on parent viewpoints and the work of families to engage with institutions.

Dr. Chelsea Jones
Dr. Chelsea Temple Jones (pronouns: she/her) is an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Child and Youth Studies. A queer, white settler
spoonie, Dr. Jones holds a Ph.D. in Communication and Culture from
Ryerson and York Universities and an MA in Critical Disability Studies
from York University. She completed a Mitacs postdoctoral fellowship at
the University of Regina’s Vocally Oriented Investigations of Create
Expression (VOICE) Lab—a studio space for disabled folx who communicate
in various ways, and not always through speech. She currently holds a SSHRC
Insight Development Grant that continues her study of the ways in which ableist, colonial gestures of
“giving voice” face resistance from young, disabled adults engaged in disability justice.Dr. Jones’
qualitative research focuses on disabled children’s childhood studies and takes intellectual disability
as a cultural phenomenon. Her work is deeply engaged in disabled, Deaf, mad, and crip-informed artsbased research methods informed by her earlier position as a Research Associate at Re•Vision: The
Centre for Art and Social Justice at the University of Guelph. An award-winning teacher and journalist,
Dr. Jones is a former Instructor of research methods courses at Ryerson University’s School of
Disability Studies and is the co-founder of the transdisciplinary podcast, “Podagogies: A Learning and
Teaching Podcast.” She brings storytelling into all of her courses and works with students to create
intellectual partnerships that value collaboration through a broad, ever-changing understanding of
how we might engage in accessible knowledge production. Dr. Jones currently teaches at Brock
University.

Frequently Asked Questions
What can I expect to get out of the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program?

The Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program is right for you if you want to know more about:
Creating inclusive physical activity environments for children to #PlayBeyondTheLabel
Meetings ALL students needs in a classroom setting
Current research on inclusive education
and much more!
When is the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program taking place?

The Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program is taking place from January 13th - April 11th. There are 3 key
dates when webinars will be hosted and 3 dates to hand in consolidation activities. Other than than the
program is flexible to your schedule!
January 13th 2021- Inclusion in Physical Activity #PlayBeyondTheLabel Webinar
February 13th 2021 - #PlayBeyondTheLabel Consolidation Activity Due
February 10th 2021 - Classroom Integration Webinar
March 10th, 2021 - Classroom Integration Consolidation Activity Due
March 11th 2021- Research on Inclusive Education Panel Webinar
April 11th, 2021 - Research on Inclusive Education Consolidation Activity Due
Where is the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program taking place?

The webinars will all be taking place on Zoom. Once you have registered you will receive more
information from us and the Zoom links will be provided before each webinar.
When will I be sent the links to attend the webinars?

You will be sent the Zoom link 1 day prior to each webinar.
I am not from Brock University, can I still attend the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program?

Of course! The Certificate Program is open to ALL. The Internet has no boundaries and neither do we.
Please note that we cannot accommodate different time zones. All webinars are taking place at 7:00pm
EST.
Can I just attend one of the webinars?

Yes, you can attend just one webinar. However, in order to receive a certificate you must attend all 3
webinars and complete the consolidation activities.

Frequently Asked Questions
What are the consolidation activities?

Consolidation activities are an opportunity for you to put your learning from the webinar into action! We
will require you to submit these activities to receive your certificate, but will only be assessed for
completion.
When will I be sent the consolidation activities?

You will be sent the consolidation activities following each webinar.
When is the last day to register for the Inclusive Teachers Certificate Program?

The last day to register to for the certificate program is January 12, 2021

